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ABSTRACT 

The management of protected areas in Morocco involves the intervention of several 
ministerial departments: Agriculture, water and forestry, fisheries, water management territory, town 
planning and housing, environment, interior, public health, energy and mines, tourism, etc. The 
creation of a protected area must pursue specific, previously defined objectives corresponding to the 
protection of natural ecosystems, the safeguarding of species of fauna or flora or the conservation of 
sites of particular biological, ecological, scientific, cultural, educational or recreational interest, or 

which contain natural landscapes of great aesthetic value. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Managing protected areas  

Generally speaking, the management of protected areas in Morocco involves the 
intervention of several ministerial departments: Agriculture, water and forestry, fisheries, 
water management territory, town planning and housing, environment, interior, public 
health, energy and mines, tourism, etc. 

The way national parks are managed has one that is directed towards the 
protection and conservation of protected species. These actions are articulated as 
follows: 

 Ensuring as main mission the conservation and rehabilitation of the Bald Ibis 
population. 

 Integrate local populations by involving them in the management of certain 
natural resources and thus allowing them to benefit directly from the park’s 
advantages. 

 Generate revenue and contribute to local and regional economic 
development. 

The establishment of a national park has 4 objectives: 
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 Conserve, rehabilitate and conserve natural and cultural resources. 
 Contribute to sustainable local development by reconciling conservation 

imperatives and the need for economic and social development. 
 Promote awareness and increase the sensitivity of stakeholders and visitors 

through an environmental awareness and education program. 
 To develop scientific research. 

PROTECTION OF THE NATURAL HERITAGE 

The importance of preserving and protecting natural heritage has proven to 
be more important than expected. In this sense, the Moroccan political powers 
decided to promulgate a Dahir on national parks, promulgated in 1934, and the first 
two national parks of Morocco were created: Toubkal, in 1942, and Tazekka, in 
1950. 

However, the development of protected areas in Morocco has changed since 
1992, the date of the United Nations on Environment and Development (Rio Summit, 
1992). 

On that date and on that occasion, Morocco did not go unnoticed was one of 
the first countries to sign the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) at the Rio 
Summit. This convention makes Morocco responsible for adopting measures aimed 
at preserving biological diversity and ensuring that the distribution of biodiversity is 
sustainable. 

In 1995, Morocco thus clearly committed itself to contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of this convention, which are as follows:   

 The conservation of biological diversity 
 The sustainable use of its components, and  
 The fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the use of genetic 

resources. 

As a first step, this commitment has led to the completion of national 
biodiversity the study, which has resulted in the development of a biodiversity 
strategy and action plan. The action plan on biodiversity and the master plan for 
protected areas, carried out in 1996, enabled Morocco to develop a vision and a 
roadmap for the conservation and rehabilitation of its natural environment and, 
therefore, for an active contribution to the objectives of the CBD ‘Convention on 
Biological Diversity’. 

Between 1993 and 1995, Morocco carried out a national study on protected 
areas, which covered all the country's natural ecosystems and allowed: 

 An evaluation of the main natural environments
 An evaluation of the status of endangered, endemic and rare species of fauna

and flora flore
 The identification of a national network of SIBE, for the establishment of the

master plan of protected areas
 Proposals of management methods for the SIBE identified

This study highlighted the richness and biological diversity that Morocco has
to offer. It also showed that the Moroccan forest constitutes the founding element of 
the country’s ecological wealth. It is home to two-thirds of the plants and one-third 
of the animal species. In order to ensure the preservation of this heritage, the study 
identified a network of more than 150 Sites of Biological and Ecological Interest 
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(SIBE), covering about 2.5 million hectares and representing all the natural 
ecosystems of the country. 

The Master Plan for Protected Areas (PDAP), elaborated in 1996, had 
identified 154 Sites of Biological and Ecological Interest (SIBE), covering an area 
of about 2.5 million hectares and representing almost all the natural ecosystems of 
the country. The implementation of this plan made it possible to strengthen the 
national network of protected areas through the creation of six other National Parks 
between 2004 and 2008. This brought the number of National Parks, officially 
created under the National Parks Act of 1934, to 10, with a total area of about 
750,000 ha. 

The Protected Areas Management Plan is a strategic plan for conservation 
and development. Sustainable in its biological, ecological, and cultural dimensions. 
It is based on three axes: 

 Conservation and restoration of habitats and species, through:

o The establishment of legal status for the protection of wildlife
and the flore

o The reintroduction of wildlife species and the rehabilitation
of their habitats

o The development of scientific monitoring tools

 Valorization of the natural and cultural assets of the SIBE network, through:
o The realization of Eco-development projects
o The promotion of ecotourism

 Communication, awareness-raising, and education, through:

o The development and implementation of educational
programs

o Capacity the building of NGOs
o Development and implementation of a communication plan

on protected areas
Globally, protected areas are considered an essential element of any strategy 

for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

LAW 22-07: A LAW ON PROTECTED AREAS 

The first legislation that Morocco had on protected areas was the 
Dahir of 1934, relating to the creation of national parks. 

This law led to the creation of 09 national parks, two of which have maritime 
facades (or parts), the national parks of Souss Massa (in 1991) on the Atlantic coast 
and Al-Hoceima (in 2004) on the Mediterranean coast. 

In order to better respond to these international principles and adapt to the 
evolution of the protection of natural heritage, both regionally and internationally, it 
had become urgent and imperative to provide the sector with a legal framework that 
takes these developments into account and can adapt to future developments, in 
harmony with the regional and international conventions and agreements to which 
Morocco has subscribed. 
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For this reason, the new legislation adopted (Law 22 - 07, relating to 
protected areas) includes not only national parks but also other categories of 
protected areas, recognized worldwide, adapting the criteria applicable to it to the 
specific conditions of Morocco. 

According to Law 22-07, a protected area is defined as any terrestrial and/or 
marine space, geographically delimited, duly recognized and specially developed 
and managed for the purpose of ensuring the protection, maintenance and 
conservation of the environment. 

The improvement of biological diversity, the conservation of natural and 
cultural heritage, its enhancement, its rehabilitation for sustainable development, as 
well as the prevention of its degradation. 

According to this law, a protected area in Morocco can be classified, 
according to its characteristics, its vocation, and its socio-economic scope, in one of 
the following categories: 

o National Park
o Natural Park
o Biological reserve
o Nature reserve
o Natural site

The national park is a natural terrestrial and/or marine area, in the absolute
sense, whose purpose is to protect biological diversity, landscape and cultural values 
and/or geological formats presenting a special interest developed and managed for 
cultural, scientific, educational, and recreational and tourism purposes, with respect 
for the natural environment and the traditions of neighboring populations. 

The natural park is a terrestrial and/or marine area, containing a natural 
heritage and ecosystems representing a particular interest that needs to be protected 
and enhanced, while ensuring the maintenance of its ecological functions and the 
sustainable use of their natural resources. 

The biological reserve is a terrestrial and/or marine area located exclusively 
on State land, containing rare or fragile natural environments of biological and 
ecological interest, whose purpose is the conservation of plant or animal species and 
their habitat, for scientific and educational purposes. 

The nature reserve is a natural area, terrestrial and/or marine, constituted for the 
purpose of conserving and maintaining the good state of sedentary or migratory 
fauna, soil, water, fossils and geological and geomorphologic formations of 
particular interest that needs to be preserved or reconstituted. It is used for scientific 
research and environmental education purposes only. 

Natural site is an area containing one or more specific natural or natural and cultural 
elements, of exceptional or unique importance, deserving of protection on account 
of their rarity, representativeness, aesthetic qualities or landscape, historical, 
scientific, cultural or legendary significance, the conservation or preservation of 
which is of general interest. 
This overhaul of the legal framework tends to involve the administrations, local 
communities and populations concerned in the process of creating and managing 
protected areas, so as to involve them in the sustainable development of these areas. 
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For the purpose of preserving biodiversity and natural heritage, protected areas may 
be established, under the conditions laid down in this Law and the texts adopted for 
its application, for the purpose of conservation, scientific research, the development 
and rehabilitation of the natural and cultural heritage, the education and recreation of 
citizens, the promotion of ecotourism and the contribution to development. 

The creation of a protected area must, therefore, pursue specific objectives, defined 
in advance, corresponding to the protection of natural ecosystems, the safeguarding 
of species of fauna or flora or the conservation of sites which are of particular interest 
from the scientific, cultural, educational or recreational point of view, or which 
contain natural landscapes of great aesthetic value. 

From Official Bulletin No. 5866, 19 August 2010, pp. 1581-1587 of 16 July 
2010. 

This law was promulgated by Dahir No. 1-10-123, which repeals all provisions 
contrary to this law, in particular those of Dahir of 30 Joumada I 1353 (11 September 
1934) on the creation of national parks and the texts taken for its application. 

Law n° 22-07 relating to protected areas promulgated by Dahir n° 1-10-123 
of 3 Shaaban 1431 (16 July 2010). Praise be to god alone! 
Considering the Constitution, particularly its Articles 26 and 58, has decided the 
following: 

“This was promulgated by Dahir n ° 1-10-123. This law repeals all provisions 
contrary to this law, in particular those of the dahir of 30 joumada I 1353 (September 
11, 1934) on the creation of national parks and the texts taken for applying wires. 

Done at Al Hoceima, on 3 Shaaban 1431 (16 July 2010). 

For counter signature: 

Abbas El Fassi. 
* 
* * 
Law No. 22-07 relating to protected areas 
Preamble” 

Morocco has a natural heritage rich in rare species, natural ecosystems and 
landscapes of inestimable value that must be safeguarded and preserved. Aware of 
the importance of preserving this national natural heritage, the public authorities have 
always been interested in the gradual creation of national parks. 

This particular interest has been strengthened since the Kingdom of 
Morocco ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1996, reflecting our 
country’s commitment to a policy of sustainable development, which seeks both to 
safeguard our biological diversity and to protect endangered species and which is 
receiving growing support from international bodies. 

This policy which aims in particular at establishing a national network of 
protected areas covering all-natural ecosystems throughout the Kingdom is however 
governed by old legislation whose provisions no longer meet the international criteria 
that should be applied to protected areas. 

In order to better meet these international criteria and adapt to the evolution 
that the protection of natural heritage is undergoing, both at the regional and 
international levels, the sector has been provided with a legal framework that takes 
these evolutions into consideration and that can adapt to future developments, in 
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harmony with the regional and international conventions and treaties to which 
Morocco has subscribed. 

To this end, this law specific to protected areas encompasses not only 
national parks, but also other categories of protected areas, recognized worldwide, 
adapting the criteria applicable to it to the specific political and economic context of 
our country. 
This overhaul of the existing legal framework aims to involve the administrations, 
local communities, the population’s concerned and interested actors in the process 
of creating and managing protected areas, so as to involve them in the sustainable 
development of these areas. 

For the purpose of preserving biodiversity and natural heritage, protected 
areas may be established, under the conditions laid down in this Law and the texts 
adopted for its application, for the purpose of conserving, developing and 
rehabilitating the natural and cultural heritage, scientific research, raising the 
awareness and entertaining citizens, promoting ecotourism and contributing to 
sustainable economic and social development. 

To this end, the creation of a protected area must pursue specific, 
previously defined objectives corresponding to the protection of natural ecosystems, 
the safeguarding of species of fauna or flora or the conservation of sites of particular 
biological, ecological, scientific, cultural, educational or recreational interest, or 
which contain natural landscapes of great aesthetic value. 

From Official Bulletin No. 5866, 19 August 2010, pp. 1581-1587 of 16 July 
2010. This law was promulgated by Dahir No. 1-10-123, which repeals all provisions 
contrary to this law, in particular those of Dahir of 30 Joumada I 1353 (11 September 
1934) on the creation of national parks and the texts taken for its application. 

Law n° 22-07 relating to protected areas promulgated by Dahir n° 1-10-123 
of 3 Shaaban 1431 (16 July 2010). 

Praise be to god alone! 

Considering the Constitution, particularly its Articles 26 and 58, has decided the 
following: 

Is promulgated and will be published in the Bulletin Official, following this 
dahir, the law n° 22-07 relating to protected areas, as adopted by the House of 
Councillors and the House of Representatives. 

Done at Al Hoceima, on 3 Shaaban 1431 (16 July 2010). 

For counter signature: 

The Prime Minister, 

Abbas El Fassi. 

Law No. 22-07 relating to protected areas Preamble 

Morocco has a natural heritage rich in rare species, natural ecosystems and 
landscapes of inestimable value that must be safeguarded and preserved. Aware of 
the importance of preserving this national natural heritage, the public authorities have 
always been interested in the gradual creation of national parks. 

This particular interest has been strengthened since the Kingdom of 
Morocco ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1996, reflecting our 
country's commitment to a policy of sustainable development, which seeks both to 
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safeguard our biological diversity and to protect endangered species and which is 
receiving growing support from international bodies. 

This policy, which aims in particular at establishing a national network of 
protected areas covering all-natural ecosystems throughout the Kingdom, is, 
however, governed by old legislation whose provisions no longer meet the 
international criteria that should be applied to protected areas. 

In order to better meet these international criteria and adapt to the evolution 
that the protection of natural heritage is undergoing, both at the regional and 
international levels, the sector has been provided with a legal framework that takes 
these evolutions into consideration and that can adapt to future developments, in 
harmony with the regional and international conventions and treaties to which 
Morocco has subscribed. 

To this end, this law specific to protected areas encompasses not only 
national parks, but also other categories of protected areas, recognized worldwide, 
adapting the criteria applicable to it to the specific political and economic context of 
our country. 
This overhaul of the existing legal framework aims to involve the administrations, 
local communities, the population’s concerned and interested actors in the process 
of creating and managing protected areas, so as to involve them in the sustainable 
development of these areas. 

For the purpose of preserving biodiversity and natural heritage, protected 
areas may be established, under the conditions laid down in this Law and the texts 
adopted for its application, for the purpose of conserving, developing and 
rehabilitating the natural and cultural heritage, scientific research, raising the 
awareness and entertaining citizens, promoting ecotourism and contributing to 
sustainable economic and social development. 

To this end, the creation of a protected area must pursue specific, 
previously defined objectives corresponding to the protection of natural ecosystems, 
the safeguarding of species of fauna or flora or the conservation of sites of particular 
biological, ecological, scientific, cultural, educational or recreational interest, or 
which contain natural landscapes of great aesthetic value. 

REFERENCES 

Ascher, F. (1995). Métapolis ou l'avenir des villes. Odile Jacob, 350. 
Aubert, P., (1999). Aspects du patrimoine. 
Benamar, L., Bennas, N., & Sánchez, A. M. (2011). Les coléoptères aquatiques du Parc National de 

Talassemtane (Nord-ouest du Maroc): Biodiversité, degré de vulnerabilité et état de 
conservation. Boletín de la SEA, 49, 231-242. 

Bilan d’activités (2016) « Le Haut Commissaire aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Contre la 
Désertification » contrats Programmes 2016. 

Billand, A. (1996). Développement touristique des parcs de montagne au Maroc: principes de zonage 
et d'aménagement/Tourism development in the mountain parks of Morocco: planning and 
zoning principles. Revue de Géographie Alpine, 84(4), 95-108. 

Blamey, R. K. (2001). Principles of ecotourism. The encyclopedia of ecotourism, pp: 5-22. 
Blangy, S. (1995). Ecotourisme, tourisme durable et tourisme rural. Les Cahiers Espaces, 42, 60-68. 
Breton, J. M. (2001). L'écotourisme: un nouveau défi pour la Caraïbe? Karthala Editions. 
Casteigts, M. (2003). Le management territorial stratégique.  
Cazes, G. & Lanquar, R. (1980). L'aménagement touristique et le développement durable. Presses 

universitaires de France 
Lascurain, H.C. (1996). Tourism, Ecotourism and Protected Areas: The State of 
Nature-Based Tourism around the World and Guidelines for Its Development. 
Gland: MCN. 



Selkani 

151 

Pascon, P. A. U. L., & Berque, J. (1978). Structures sociales du Haut-Atlas. 
Chaboud, C., Méral, P., & Andrianambinina, D. (2004). Le modèle vertueux de l’écotourisme: mythe 

ou réalité? L’exemple d’Anakao et Ifaty-Mangily à Madagascar. Mondes en développement, 
(1), 11-32. 

Charih, M. & Daniels, A.F. (Eds.). (1997). New public management and public administration in 
Canada No. 20. Institute of Public Administration of Canada= Institut d'administration 
publique du Canada. 

Commissaire aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Contre la Désertification, Janvier 2004 : « Parc Naturels 
et réserves naturelles au Maroc » 

DAHIR du 11 Septembre (1934). 1er Joumada II 1353 sur la création de Parcs Nationaux, Bulletin 
Officiel N° 1148. 

Dehoorne, O., & Transler, A. L. (2007). Autour du paradigme d’écotourisme. Études caribéennes, 6. 
Dehoorne, O., Saffache, P., & Augier, D. (2007). Tourisme, écotourisme et stratégies de 

développement dans la Caraïbe. Études caribéennes, 6. 
Delaye, T. (1944). Le parc national du Toubkal. Revue de géographie marocaine, 28(3) : 3-14. 
Desaigues, B. & Point, P. (1992). L'Économie du patrimoine naturel: La valorisation des bénéfices de 

protection de l'environnement. FeniXX. 
Drumm, A., & Moore, A. (2005). Ecotourism Development-A Manual for Conservation Planners and 

Managers. Volume I-An Introduction to Ecotourism Planning. The Nature Conservancy. 
Elden, S. (2010). Land, terrain, territory. Progress in human geography, 34(6): 799-817. 
Wood, M. E. (2002). Ecotourism: Principles, practices & policies for sustainability. 
François, H. (2004). Le tourisme durable une organisation du tourisme en milieu rural. Revue 

d’économie régionale & urbaine, (1), 57-80. 
Gagnon, C. & Gagnon, S. (Eds.). (2006). L'écotourisme, entre l'arbre et l'écorce: de la conservation 

au développement viable des territoires. Puq. 
Houée, P. (1996). Les politiques de développement rural: Des années de croissance au temps 

d'incertitude. 2e édition, revue et augmentée. Quae. 
Le Haut Commissaire aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Contre la Désertification 
Lequin, M. (2001). Écotourisme et gouvernance participative 4. Puq. 
Lequin, M. (2002). L'ecotourisme experience d'une interaction nature-culture. TEOROS-

MONTREAL-, 21(3), 38. 
Leung, Y.F., Spenceley, A., Hvenegaard, G., & Buckley, R. (2015). Tourism and visitor management 

in Protected Areas: Guidelines towards sustainability. Best Practice Protected Area 
Guidelines Series No. XX, Gland, Switzerland: IUCN. 

Loi n° 22-07 relative aux aires protégées promulguée par le dahir n° 1-10- 123 du 3 chaabane 1431 
(16 juillet 2010), Bulletin officiel nº 5866, 19 août 2010, p. 1581 à 1587. 

Lu, J., & Nepal, S.K. (2009). Sustainable tourism research: An analysis of papers published in the 
Journal of Sustainable Tourism. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 17(1): 5-16. 

Naciri, M. (1985). L’aménagement de l’espace territoriale au Maroc: lieux d’autonomie et 
centralisation étatique. Etats, territoires et terroirs au Maghreb. 

Naciri, M. (1985). L’aménagement de l’espace territoriale au Maroc: Lieux d’autonomie et 
centralisation étatique. Etats, territoires et terroirs au Maghreb. 

Ouhammou, A. (2004). Le tourisme dans le Parc National de Toubkal, Haut Atlas de Marrakech: 
Potentialités naturelles et impacts. Le tourisme durable, réalités et perspectives marocaines 
et internationales. Marrakech, 311-316. 

Ouhammou, A., Muller, S., & M'Hirit, O. (1996). Impact des activités pastorales sur la biodiversité 
floristique dans une thuriféraie limitrophe du Parc national de Toubkal, Haut-Atlas de 
Marrakech, Maroc. Acta botanica gallica, 143(4-5), 393-401. 

Parc National de Toubkal- Plan directeur d’aménagement et de gestion, 1 et 2, Publication BCEOM-
SECA. 

Pascon, P. A. U. L., & Berque, J. (1978). Structures sociales du Haut-Atlas. 
Petrella, R., & de Lisbonne, G. (1995). Limites à la compétitivité: Vers un nouveau contrat mondial. 

Labor. 
Piñeros, N. (2006). Sustainable tourism management in protected areas stenshuvud national park-

sweden case study. 
Ramou, H. (2006). Tourisme de Montagne dans le Parc National du Toubkal: Un outil de valorisation 

et de conservation des ressources naturelles ou de leur dégradation. BOUJROUF, Said et 
TEBBAA, Ouidad (2006): Le Tourisme de Montagne, Réalités et perspectives, 181-191. 

Roweis, S. T. (1983). Urban planning as professional mediation of territorial politics. Environment 
and Planning D: Society and Space, 1(2), 139-162. 

Sedjari A., (2003). Gouvernance et conduite de l'action publique au 21° siécle  



Journal of Tourism & Sports Management, 1 (3) 

152 

Shamsoddini, A. (2015). Evaluation of Tourism Status in Sustainable Rural Development by Reynard 
Model (Case Study: Pa Ghaleh Village, Mamasani County, Iran). Open Journal of Ecology, 
5(03), 80. 

Tardif, J. (2003). Écotourisme et développement durable. VertigO-la revue électronique en sciences 
de l'environnement, 4(1). 

Worboys, G., Lockwood, M., & De Lacy, T. (2005). Protected area management: Principles and 
practice (432-463). Melbourne: Oxford University Press. 

Zouhal H., (2003) Le Patrimoine culturel et naturel symbole d'identité et atout de développement quel 
avenir ? Le cas de la région Tanger - Tétouan. 


